
 
Sager Classical Academy 
Curriculum Guide 
4th Grade 
 

 
Reading Lists 

 
Literature: 

1.​ Who in the World Was the Acrobatic Empress? The Story of Theodora by Robin 
Phillips  

2.​ Parzifal by Katherine Patterson  
3.​ Martin Luther - Christian Biographies for Young Readers (teacher read) 
4.​ Castle Diary: The Journal of Tobias Burgess, Page by Richard Platt (teacher 

read) 
5.​ The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 
6.​ Michelangelo by Diane Stanley (teacher read) 
7.​ Who In The World Was the Forgotten Explorer? The Story of Amerigo Vespucci 

by Lorene Lambert and Jed Mickle 
8.​ From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs Basil E Frankweiler by E.L. Konigsburg  
9.​ Good Queen Bess by Diane Stanley (teacher read) 
10.​Bard of Avon: The Story of William Shakespeare by Diane Stanley (teacher 

read) 
11.​  Ink on His Fingers by Louise A Vernon 
12.​ Fine Print (a story about Johann Gutenberg) by Joann Johansen Burch 

(teacher read) 
13.​The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis 

 
 
Poetry Memorized 

 
1st quarter: Jonathan Bing by Beatrice Curtis Brown/ Western European Countries 
2nd quarter: Christmas I by George Herbert/Scandinavian & Eastern European 
Countries  
3rd quarter: What I Live For by George Linnaeus Banks/Great Britain & Southern 
European Countries 
4th quarter: Arithmetic by Carl Sandburg 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Lorene-Lambert/e/B0034P3O9W?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1589840143&sr=1-1


Timeline: Ancient World, Middle Ages, New World and Modern World   
 
Reading/Literature 

 
Students will:  

1.​  Practice reading skills daily, with and without a partner, orally and silently. 
2.​ Answer comprehension questions over independent and group reading. 
3.​ Correctly comprehend the literal and inferential meaning in a written work 

through group discussions and practicing contextual study. 
4.​ Evaluate characters and ideas in a limited way as to determine whether 

they are in line with basic biblical values and principles. This includes 
being able to determine whether a character is worthy of imitation by the 
student.  

5.​ Identify the setting, characters, and basic plot of a given story or book. 
6.​ Recall the qualities of the characters in stories and recognize those that are 

worth admiring.  
7.​ Express a worthwhile opinion for liking or disliking a particular book.  
8.​ Complete several kinds of oral presentations, e.g., drama, oral reading, etc., 

in front of the class.  
9.​ Demonstrate a love of reading that manifests itself by showing interest in 

and ability to comprehend and enjoy books with increasing difficulty and 
complexity. 

 
Grammar 

 
Students will: 
 

1.​ Master the use of pronouns (subject, object, possessive, interrogative, 
relative), Prepositions, Conjunctions, and Interjections. 

2.​ Identify and accurately incorporate principle elements into singular and 
compound sentences using analyzing and diagramming of the sentence 
structure.  

 
 
 
 

 



Spelling and Dictation  
 

Students will: 
1.​ Learn and apply the rules found in Logic of English: Essentials   
2.​ Accurately spell all words found in assigned spelling lists.  
3.​ Accurately spell all words found in assigned spelling lists within dictated 

contextual sentences. 
4.​ Accurately define all words in assigned vocabulary lists. 
5.​ Accurately use all words in contextual sentences included in assigned 

vocabulary lists. 
 

Handwriting  
 

Students will form: 
1.​ Practice proper letter formation of the alphabet and words  in cursive. 
2.​ Write fluently in cursive.  

 

Writing-IEW: Fables, Myths, and Fairy Tales 
 

Students will: 
 

1.​ Use their written Key Word Outline (KWO) from a variety of source texts to 
either: 

A.​ Retell Narrative Stories 
B.​ Summarize a Reference 
C.​ Write from Pictures 
D.​ Summarize Multiple References 
E.​ Create Inventive Writing 
F.​ Complete Formal Essay Models  

             In paragraph form creating a rough draft.  
2.​ Begin the year with a one-paragraph written text, while ending the year 

with multiple written paragraphs, that have undergone edits and a final 
draft is presented as a finished product.  

3.​ Memorize and follow the topic/clincher rule (“The topic sentence and the 
clincher sentence MUST repeat or reflect 2-3 key words.”). 



4.​ Follow writing Structure: name/date upper right hand corner; composition 
double spaced; title centered and repeats 1-3 key words from the final 
sentence; topic/clincher sentences (“The topic sentence and the clincher 
sentence MUST repeat or reflect 2-3 key words.”); with the final draft turn 
in: check list, final draft, rough draft, and KWO (key word outline). 

5.​ Incorporate and accurately identify/label: learned vocabulary words and 
Style: “dress-ups” (because clause; quality adjective; -ly adverb; strong 
verb; who/which clause, www.asia clause - when, while, where, as, since,if, 
although); “sentence openers” (#2: prepositional; #3: -ly adverb; #6 vss - 
very short sentence) into the rough draft. 

6.​ Omit “banned” words (say/said, go/went, come/came, think/thought, 
big/small, good/bad, a lot, interesting) and replace these words with more 
descriptive words/vocabulary. 

7.​ Check for correct Mechanics: capitalization, end marks, punctuation, 
spelling, and sentence structure (complete sentences: Ask: Do the 
sentences make sense?). 

 
 

Math 
 

Students will: 
1.​ Add using: skip counting; comparing; money; multi-digit; 

negative/positive numbers; solving for unknowns; word problems; 
fractions; decimals; fraction of a group; estimation; averaging; graphs; 
probability; patterns; mean, median, mode, and range; negative numbers; 

2.​ Subtract using: skip counting; comparing; money; multi-digit; 
negative/positive numbers; solving for unknowns; word problems; 
fractions; decimals; fraction of a group; estimation; averaging; graphs; 
probability; patterns; mean, median, mode, and range; negative numbers; 

3.​ Multiply using: math facts to 12; money; solving for unknowns; associative 
property; multi-digit; with zeros; estimation; exponents; prime and 
composite numbers; greatest common factors; averaging; graphs; 
probability; patterns; mean, median, mode, and range; square root; 
negative numbers; percentages; mixed numbers;  

4.​ Divide using: math facts to 12; money; equal groups; solving for 
unknowns; multi-digit; remainders as whole numbers and fractions; 
standard algorithm; with zeros; estimation; greatest common factors; 



averaging; graphs; probability; patterns; mean, median, mode, and range; 
square root; negative numbers; percentages; decimal by a whole number;  

5.​ Use words/digits by writing: numbers; expanded notation up to hundred 
billions; fractions/decimals 

6.​ Use fractions with: comparing; money; mixed numbers; addition and 
subtraction; as a remainder; measurements; decimals; time; multiply; 
divide; reducing; reciprocals; ratios; negative numbers; mixed numbers; 
improper fractions;  

7.​ Decimals: addition, subtraction, multiplication, division; comparing; 
equivalent; negative numbers; simplifying; rounding; reading and ordering 
decimals through ten-thousands;  

8.​ Reading scales/graphs: thermometer, speedometer, horizontal and 
vertical, bar, line, points on coordinate plane,  

9.​ Measurement: clock (hour, minute, second); calendar (days, weeks, 
months, years, centuries, decades), lengths (meters; angles in degrees; ); 
perimeter; diameter; radius; circumference; area; weight; mass; volume;  

10.​Lines and Geometric shapes: parallel lines; intersecting lines; 
perpendicular; oblique; angles; polygons; classifying triangles; 
quadrilaterals; properties of solids; symmetry; tessellations  

11.​Rounding: tens to billions 
 

 
Latin 

 
Students will: 
 

1.​ Name Noun Jobs 
2.​ Name 1st-4th Declensions 
3.​ Recite Let us Pray, The Table Blessing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



History/Geography 
 

Students will: 

1.​ List 161 Timeline events from Ancient - Present Day History  
2.​ Acquire an understanding of World History starting with the first nomads 

to the fall of the Roman Empire (6000 BC-476 BC) 
3.​ Identify the main contributors during this time period and the effects of 

their leadership on the world during their time period. 
4.​ Locate important information on maps in relation to the time period in 

which it occurred and notice how the world may or may not have changed 
over time. 

5.​ Use extension activities to further understand the constant change in the 
world and the effects it has had from past to the present. 

 
Science 
Inventors of the Pre-Reformation and Reformation Time Period: 

 
 
Science Reading List: 
 

1.​ The Picture History of Great Inventors by Gillian Clements (resource) 
2.​ Along Came Galileo by Jeanne Bendick  
3.​ Johannes Kepler: Giant of Faith and Science By John Hudson Tiner  
4.​ Leonardo da Vinci by Diane Stanley  

 

 

 


