
 
 
Sager Classical Academy 
Curriculum Guide 
2nd Grade 

 
 
Reading Lists 

 
Literature: 

1.​ Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White 
2.​ The Bears on Hemlock Mountain by Alice Dalgiesh 
3.​ Mouse Tales by Arnold Lobel  
4.​ Squanto: A Friend of the Pilgrims by Clyde Robert Bulla 
5.​ Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan 
6.​ Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder 
7.​ The Littles by John Peterson 
8.​ George Washington by D’Aulaire 
9.​ American Tall Tales by Mary Pope Osborne 
10.​The Jesus Storybook Bible  

 
Supplemental Literature 

1.​ George vs. George by Rosalyn Schanzer  
2.​ How We Crossed the West: The Adventures of Lewis and Clark by Rosalyn 

Schanzer 
3.​ Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led her People to Freedom by Carrie 

Weatherman  
4.​ Follow the Drinking Gourd by Jeanette Winter  
5.​ Henry’s Freedom Box by Ellen Levine  

 
Poetry/Scripture Memorized 

 
The Year by Sarah Coleridge  
The Bells Part I by Edgar Allen Poe 
Foreign Lands by Robert Louis Stevenson 
The Violet by Jane Taylor 
The Fifty Nifty United States  



Timeline: Ancient World, Middle Ages, New World and Modern World   
 
Psalm 19:14 - “May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be 
pleasing in your sight, Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.” 
 
 
Reading/Literature 

 
Students will:  

1.​ Demonstrate adequate knowledge and use of phonemic fundamentals and 
decoding strategies during everyday reading.  

2.​ Demonstrate an improvement in his or her reading skills through the level 
of comprehension apparent in oral and written comprehension exercises.  

3.​ Recall information of a paragraph, story or passage through the use of oral 
and written narration. 

4.​ Recognize and identify different genres (fiction, non-fiction, fable, poetry, 
etc.) 

5.​ Identify story elements-characters, setting, problem, solution. 
6.​ Gain understanding of the meaning of new words through the application 

of contextual clues, derivation of words found (and known) with Latin 
roots and suffixes studied.  

7.​ Define and name author and illustrator.  
 
Grammar 

 
Students will: 

1.​ Comprehend a basic sentence structure and recognize the use of sentences.  
2.​ Identify the five parts of a sentence: capital letter, final punctuation mark, 

subject, verb, and the words make sense. 
3.​ Memorize the jingle for verbs and helping verbs; naming the four types of 

verbs.  
4.​ Demonstrate, with consistency, how to write a complete sentence with 

subject/verb agreement. 
5.​ Demonstrate, with consistency, how to identify nouns, verbs, adverbs, 

adjectives, prepositions and articles. 
6.​ Properly use a comma in dates, between series of words, and capitals/states 
7.​ Properly form uppercase and lowercase letter in print  
8.​ Demonstrate consistent neatness in writing assignments and other work.  



9.​ Identify the four types of sentences and the punctuation marks associated 
with the types.  

10.​ Properly use and write interjections and conjunctions.  
 

Phonics 
 

Students will: 
1.​ Recite all phonogram cards used in Saxon 2 Phonics 
2.​ Practice spelling words with open and closed syllables 
3.​ Spell words  with short vowels, long vowels, consonant blends, diphthongs, 

and digraphs with consistency.  
4.​ Correctly spell words using the following basic phonics components and 

rules: 
a.​ Short vowels: a, e, i, o, u 
b.​ Final /k/ spelling rules 
c.​ Long a: a-e, ai, ay 
d.​ Long i: i-e, igh, y 
e.​ Long o: o-e, oa, ow 
f.​ Long u: u-e, oo 
g.​ Long e: e-e, ea, y, ey 
h.​ Bossy R-ir, ur, er 
i.​ R Controlled-ar and or 
j.​ Soft g and c 
k.​ Suffixes: less, s, ing, ed, ness, ly, er, es, ment, est 
l.​ Suffix -ed makes three final sounds d, t, ed 
m.​Sounds oi, oy, ou, ow, au, aw 
n.​ Final Stable Syllables 
o.​ Doubling and Dropping Rule 
p.​ Ghost letters: wr, kn, gn 
q.​ Trigraphs -tch, -dge 
r.​ Contractions  
s.​ Scribal o and a 

5.​ Understand a compound word.  
6.​ Code letter sounds and separate syllables.  
7.​ Correctly spell days of the week and months of the year.  
8.​ Correctly read and spell Sight Words 
9.​ Read 90 words a minute by the end of the school year.  

 
 



 
 
 

 
Math 

 
Students will: 

1.​ Demonstrate an understanding that God gave us numbers and 
mathematical systems to help us understand His unchangeable and logical 
character.  

2.​ Understand numbers are a repeated pattern by filling in a 200’s chart 
3.​ Work independently to complete written and oral story problems after 

identifying correct functions to use.  
4.​ Demonstrate an ability and identify numbers up to 1, 000.  
5.​ Correctly skip count by 2’s, 5’s, 10’s, and 25’s 
6.​ Recite the Multiples songs: 3’s, 4’s, 6’s, 7’s, 8’s, 9’s 
7.​ Correctly continue a number pattern 
8.​ Correctly identify quarters, dimes, nickels and pennies.  
9.​ Correctly count a group of coins 
10.​Tell time to the hour, half-hour, quarter-hour, 5 minutes and minute 
11.​ Measure to the nearest centimeter, millimeter, inch, half-inch, 

quarter-inch, foot, and yard 
12.​Comprehend and analyze simple bar graphs, pictographs, and  line plots. 
13.​Comprehend the concept of multiplication and division.  
14.​ Add and subtract up to three, three-digit numbers. 
15.​Understand fraction parts of  ⅛, ¼, ½, ⅓ and comparable fractions 

 
 

Latin 
 

Students will: 
1.​ Recognize that the Latin language is a key to unlocking doors of truth, 

goodness and beauty found in language, vocabulary, and past writings.  
2.​ Practice and participate in Latin words, meanings and vocabulary through 

songs, jingles, writing, and speaking using the Songschool Latin series.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
History/Geography 

 
Students will: 

1.​ Recite timeline events of the Ancient World, Middle Ages, New World and 
Modern world.  

2.​ Recall several basic facts related to events studied: Christopher Columbus, 
Jamestown founded, Pilgrims journey, American Revolution, Lewis and 
Clark’s expedition, the Civil War.  

3.​ Locate the 13 original colonies on a map.  
4.​ Locate on a map of the world key places where historical events have 

occurred.  
5.​ Name seven continents and four oceans.  
6.​ Locate the equator on a map.  
7.​ Understand and label cardinal directions.  
8.​ Recall facts about historical figures: Christopher Columbus, Squanto, 

George Washington, King George III, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, 
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, Harriet Tubman, Abraham Lincoln 
 

Science  
 

Students will: 
1.​ Further understand the attributes of God’s world around them.  
2.​ Further understand that the natural world around us was put in place by 

God.  
3.​ Recognize and name the moon phases.  
4.​ Demonstrate an understanding of how to use a thermometer. 
5.​ Recognize different landforms: valley, mountains, island, grassland, 

prairie, desert. 
6.​ Explain the process of making butter-liquid to solid (states of matter).  
7.​ Explain why an object will sink or float.  
8.​ Understand and identify characteristics of mammals, arachnids, insects 

and reptiles. 
 


