
 
Sager Classical Academy 
Curriculum Guide 
1st Grade 
 

 
Reading Lists 

 
Literature: 

1.​ When I was Young in the Mountains by Cynthia Rylant  
2.​ Miss Rumphius by Barbara Cooney 
3.​ Gramma’s Walk by Anna Grossnickle Hines  
4.​ Hello, Harvest Moon by Ralph Fletcher 
5.​ Make Way for Ducklings by Robert McCloskey 
6.​ Harold and the Purple Crayon by Crockett Johnson 
7.​ All Those Secrets of the World by Jane Yolen 
8.​ Balloons Over Broadway by Melissa Sweet  
9.​ The Great Spruce by John Edmund Duvall  
10.​The Nutcracker: A Young Reader’s Edition of the Holiday Classic 
11.​ A New Coat for Anna by Harriet Ziefert 
12.​The Giraffe that Walked to Paris by Nancy Milton 
13.​ Owl Moon by Jane Yolen 
14.​ Follow the Drinking Gourd by Jeanette Winter 
15.​ Wee Gillis by Munro Leaf 
16.​ Three Names by Patricia MacLachlan 
17.​ Mrs. Katz and Tush by Patricia Polacco 
18.​The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter 
19.​ The Story of Ferdinand by Munro Leaf 
20.​They Were Strong and Good by Robert Lawson 
21.​Mr. Gumpy’s Motor Car by John Burningham  
22.​The Jesus Storybook Bible  

 
Supplemental Literature 

1.​ Good Enough to Eat 
2.​ A Tale of Two Brothers 
3.​ I Will Never Not Ever Eat a Tomato 
4.​ The Snake Book 
5.​ Appalachia 



6.​ Slinky, Scaly Snakes 
7.​ The Tiny Seed 
8.​ A Seed is Sleepy 
9.​ Miss Maple’s Seeds 
10.​L is for Lobster 
11.​ Let’s Go Nuts!  Seeds We Eat 
12.​Jump Into Science: Sand 
13.​ Under the Sea 
14.​ Exploring the Seashore 
15.​ God Made Me Unique 
16.​ From Sea to Salt 
17.​ Weird Sea Creatures 
18.​First Big Book of the Ocean 
19.​ The Day the Crayons Quit 
20.​The Day the Crayons Came Home 
21.​Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf 
22.​Sophie’s Squash 
23.​Why Do Leaves Change Color? 
24.​Feathers, Not Just for Flying 
25.​Mama Built a Little Nest 
26.​Bird Count 
27.​Beaks! 
28.​The Poppy Lady 
29.​Veteran’s: Heroes in our Neighborhood 
30.​Fry Bread 
31.​ Sharing the Bread 
32.​Duck for Turkey Day 
33.​Farmer Brown Shears His Sheep 
34.​From Sheep to Sweater 
35.​Christmas Farm 
36.​Mr. Wallaby’s Christmas Tree 
37.​ Red and Lulu 
38.​Everything Ancient Egypt 
39.​Hieroglyphs A to Z 
40.​Facts About Giraffes 
41.​ A Giraffe and a Half 
42.​Let’s Explore Egypt 
43.​Seed to Plant 
44.​Up in the Garden and Down in the Dirt 



45.​Star Gazers 
46.​Zoo in the Sky: A Book about Animal Constellations 
47.​ Henry’s Freedom Box 
48.​The Patchwork Path: A Quilt Map to Freedom 
49.​The Legend of the Valentine: Story of Reconciliation 
50.​Owls 
51.​ Whooo Knew? The Truth about Owls 
52.​Moon-Jump into Science 
53.​Where are the Night Animals 
54.​B is for Bagpipes 
55.​The Water Cycle at Work 
56.​Shapes in the Sky-A Book about Clouds 
57.​Mad about Plaid 
58.​Tornadoes! 
59.​A Grassland Habitat 
60.​The Prairie that Nature Built 
61.​ What is a Tornado? 
62.​The Story of the Passover 
63.​The Haggadah 
64.​Pablo Picasso-Getting to know the Artist 
65.​Theodore’s Spanish Adventure 
66.​Gazpacho for Nacho 
67.​ How Bees Make honey 
68.​What about Pollination? 
69.​Amazing Bees 
70.​If You Were a Kid During the Civil War 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Poetry Memorized 
 

1st quarter 
Poem-Eletelephony by Laura E. Richards 
Song-Mr. McVowel-Long and Short vowels 
 
2nd quarter 
Poem-The Friendly Beasts  by Robert Davis 
Song-The Nouns Song 
 
3rd quarter 
Poem-Sick by Shel Silverstein 
Song-Sentence Jingle by Shurley English 
 
4th quarter 
Poem-My Shadow by Robert Louis Stevenson 
Song-Joshua 1:9 Class Virtue 
Song-Adjectives Are Great Jingle 
Timeline: Ancient World, Middle Ages, New World and Modern World   
 
 
Reading/Literature 

 
Students will:  

1.​ Read decodable readers. 
2.​ Listen to or read various books from the First Grade Literature Collection. 
3.​ Successfully comprehend the details and the inferences in a given book. 
4.​ Demonstrate noticeable improvements in the number of words understood 

and used correctly.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grammar 
 

Students will: 
1.​ Demonstrate and understand that God gave us language. 
2.​ Identify singular/plural words and common/proper nouns. 
3.​ Identify simple sentences and fragments; make fragments into complete 

sentences, knowing the five parts of a sentence: subject, verb, capital letter, 
punctuation, and the sentence should make sense. 

4.​ Consistently and correctly write his or her name on all worksheets and 
papers. 

5.​ Consistently use correct capitalization and punctuation in a written 
sentence (e.g., beginning capitals, ending punctuations) 

6.​ Read with at least a three-sentence story with a beginning, middle, and 
end using the above skills correctly. 

7.​ Write at least 3 sentences about a given topic. 
 
 

Phonics 
 

Students will: 
1.​ Demonstrate and understand that God gave us letters. 
2.​ Recite the 26 letters of the alphabet and understand the basic 44 sounds in 

the alphabet 
3.​ Consistently and properly form the upper and lowercase versions of each 

letter of the alphabet. 
4.​ Recognize and use Saxon Phonics phonograms, including letters and 

sounds of the alphabet, short vowel sounds, long vowel sounds, consonant 
digraphs, vowel digraphs. 

5.​ Correctly spell words using the following basic components and spelling 
rules: 

a.​ Short vowels with: 
i.​  Final double consonants 

ii.​  Final ck, k, and ke 
iii.​ Final -nch and -tch 

b.​ Long vowels 
i.​ A: a_e, ai, and ay 

ii.​ E: e_e and ee 
iii.​ I: i_e, igh, and y 
iv.​ O: o_e, oa, ou, and ow 



v.​ U: u_e, oo and plurals with s 
c.​ Beginning consonant blends 
d.​ Digraphs 

i.​ th 
ii.​ ng 

iii.​ sh 
iv.​ ch 

e.​ Final, stable syllables 
i.​ ble 

ii.​ fle 
iii.​ ple 
iv.​ dle 
v.​ tle 

vi.​ gle 
vii.​ cle 

viii.​ kle 
ix.​ sle 
x.​ zle 

xi.​ tion 
f.​ R-influenced vowels: ar, er, ir, or, and ur 
g.​ Soft c (ce) and soft g (ge) 
h.​ Open and closed syllables 
i.​ Diphthongs oi and oy 
j.​ Compound words 
k.​ Suffixes ed,ing, less, ly, and ness,  as well as dropping the final e 
l.​ Contractions. 
m.​Ghost letters: gn, ph, kn 

6.​ Spelling with c and k 
7.​ Understand a compound word 
8.​ Correctly recall the days of week and months of the year. 
9.​ Accurately spell his/her complete name 
10.​Consistently form upper and lower case letters from memory. 
11.​ Begin to integrate linguistics with other subjects. 
12.​Read 40 words a minute by the end of the school year.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
Math 

 
Students will: 

1.​ Demonstrate and understand that God gave us numbers and mathematical 
systems to help us understand His immutable (unchangeable) and logical 
character. 

2.​ Work independently to complete written and oral story problems after 
identifying the correct function to use. 

3.​ Correctly count by 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, 5’s, 10’s, and 25’s. 
4.​ Skip count in order to count money.  Recognize and count denominations. 
5.​ Identify and state the values of a penny, a nickel, a dime, and a quarter. 
6.​ Correctly add and subtract two digit numbers. 
7.​ Describe and use fractions ½, ¼, and ⅛ correctly; including comparing 

sizes of fractions. 
8.​ Correctly tell time in five minute intervals. 
9.​ Comprehend the concept of multiplication. 
10.​Correctly identify and use 1 “ and  ½” markings on a ruler or a yardstick. 
11.​ Comprehend and decode simple graphs and scales. 

 
 
 
History/Geography 

 
Students will: 

1.​ Recite timeline events of the Ancient World, Middle Ages, New World and 
Modern world.  
 
 
 

Science  
 

Students will: 
1.​ Further understand the attributes of God’s world around them.  
2.​ Further understand that the natural world around us was put in place by 

God.  
 

 


